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and for this purpose it has been placed under international
agreement by the United Nations.
As we have seen, Great Britain has already explicitly
declared that the aim of her Colonial policy is the eventual
independence of the Colonies, since self-government natur-
al ly implies that they will be free like the Dominions to
choose whether they wish to remain associated with the
Commonwealth or not; though by that time the British
Commonwealth may itself be merged into a larger comity
of peoples. Other Colonial Powers must follow in the same
direction: indeed the pressure of events is forcing the pace.
Uprisings in Indonesia and French Indo-China, for example,
have led to the setting up of indigenous governments in
those countries, and movements of this kind are liable to
spread. In Africa at present only Britain contemplates
eventual self-government for her Colonies, an4 she was the
first to place her mandates under the #ew Trusteeship
Council of the United Nations, but there will probably be
further developments there in the future*
Not only the Colonial Powers themselves but all the more
advanced peoples must hold themselves morally responsible
for the welfare and attainment to political maturity of the
Colonial peoples of the world. Collective responsibility for
the Colonial Problem being thus formulated, countries other
than the present Colonial Powers will now be expected
to play their part where necessary in the practical task of
assisting the Colonial peoples towards full nationhood, as
for example by the floating and guaranteeing of inter-
national Colonial loans and in other ways. Since the
"possession;," or rather the administration and guidance of
Colonies, would under these conditions become not a
peculiar asset or privilege, but an onerous responsibility,
and as* subject to the rights of the Colonial peoples them-
selves, their resources would be open on equal terms to all,